
           

Council Work Session - 6:15 p.m.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
Tuesday, September 2, 2014

7:00 p.m.

Coon Rapids City Center

Council Chambers

             

Open Mic/Public Comment
 

Call to Order
 

Pledge of Allegiance
 

Roll Call
 

Adopt Agenda
 

Proclamations/Presentations
 

Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting
 

1.   Approval of Minutes of August 15, 2014 Special Council Meeting.
 

2.   Approval of Minutes of August 19, 2014 Regular Meeting.
 

Consent Agenda
 

3.   Approve Execution of the First Amendment to the Lease Agreement with New Cingular Wireless PCS,

LLC.
 

4.   Informational Item Informing Council of a Corporate Officer Change for D&D of Minnesota, Inc.

(d/b/a Famous Dave's).
 

5.   Adopt Resolution 14-86, Accepting Donation of $8,500 from Community Strength Foundation for 2014

Summer Concert Series.
 

6.   Approve Temporary On-Sale 3.2 Percent Malt Liquor License for the American Legion Post 334 to use

on September 13, 2014 between the hours of 11 a.m. and 9 p.m. for the American Legion Corn Feed

Contingent Upon Receipt of Background Investigation Report from the Police Department as Required

by City Code.
 

Reports on Previous Open Mic
 

Public Hearing
 

Bid Openings and Contract Awards



 

Old Business
 

New Business
 

7.   Consider Participation in North Metro Mayor's TH 10 and TH 169 Reconstruction Alliance.
 

8.   Planning Case 14-11 -Preliminary and Final Plat Tyler Addition, 8780 University Avenue:

a. Consider Approval of the preliminary and final plat for Tyler Addition with Conditions.

b. Consider Approval of the variance to minimum lot area.
 

9.   Consider Authorizing Execution of Service Contract with Greater Metropolitan Housing Corporation

for the 2014 CDBG Housing Rehabilitation Program.
 

10.   Consider Adoption of Resolution 14-88, Establishing the Preliminary Tax Levy and Setting

Truth-in-Taxation Date.
 

Other Business
 

Adjourn
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Meeting Date: 09/02/2014  

SUBJECT: Minutes of August 15, 2014

Attachments

August 15, 2014 Special Council Minutes



COON RAPIDS CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 15, 2014

CALL TO ORDER

A special meeting of the Coon Rapids City Council was called to order by Mayor Tim Howe at 8:00
a.m. on Friday, August 15, 2014, in the Council Chambers.

ROLL CALL

Members Present: Mayor Tim Howe, Councilmembers Denise Klint, Ron Manning, Jerry Koch, 
Bruce Sanders and Steve Wells

Members Absent: Paul Johnson

NEW BUSINESS

1. CANVASS OF AUGUST 12, 2014 PRIMARY ELECTION

The Staff report was shared with Council.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER SANDERS, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER WELLS, 
TO APPROVE THE CANVASS FOR THE PRIMARY ELECTION CONDUCTED AUGUST 12, 
2014 AND DECLARE RON MANNING AND JERRY KOCH FOR MAYOR; ETHAN S. YANG 
AND WADE DEMMER FOR WARD 3; AND VALERIE A. WEAVER AND BRAD JOHNSON 
FOR WARD 5 AS THE NOMINEES TO APPEAR ON THE NOVEMBER 4, 2014 GENERAL 
ELECTION BALLOT.  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

OTHER BUSINESS

None.

ADJOURN

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER SANDERS, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER WELLS, 
TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:10 A.M.  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

_____________________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________________
Joan Lenzmeier, City Clerk
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Meeting Date: 09/02/2014  

SUBJECT: Minutes of August 19, 2014

Attachments

August 19, 2014 Regular Minutes



UNAPPROVED

COON RAPIDS CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 19, 2014

OPEN MIC/PUBLIC COMMENT

No one wished to speak.

CALL TO ORDER

The second regular meeting of the Coon Rapids City Council for the month of August was called to 
order by Mayor Tim Howe at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 19, 2014, in the Council Chambers.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Mayor Howe led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Members Present: Mayor Tim Howe, Councilmembers Denise Klint, Ron Manning, Paul 
Johnson, Jerry Koch, Bruce Sanders and Steve Wells

Members Absent: None

ADOPT AGENDA

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER SANDERS, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER WELLS, 
TO ADOPT THE AGENDA AS AMENDED, ADDING THE RESOLUTION NO. TO ITEM 3 ON 
THE CONSENT AGENDA.  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS

None.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

AUGUST 6, 2014, COUNCIL MEETING

Councilmember Koch requested a change to Item 12, the third paragraph, noting the Mississippi 
River meeting was held at Greenhaven and not at Bunker Hills.
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MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER KOCH, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KLING, FOR 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 6, 2014, COUNCIL MEETING AS 
AMENDED.  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

CONSENT AGENDA/INFORMATIONAL BUSINESS
2. APPROVE CHANGE ORDERS AND FINAL PAYMENT TO NORTHDALE 

CONSTRUCTION, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $24,227.58
3. ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-87, ACCEPTING A DONATION OF $454.07 FOR A 

MEMORIAL BENCH IN LIONS COON CREEK PARK

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER KOCH, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER WELLS, FOR 
APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY.

REPORTS ON PREVIOUS OPEN MIC

None.

PUBLIC HEARING

None.

BID OPENINGS AND CONTRACT AWARDS

4. RIVERVIEW PARK IMPROVEMENTS:
A. CONSIDER ADOPTION OR RESOLUTION 14-9(9) AWARDING A CONTRACT 

TO PETERSON COMPANIES, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,724,415.99, 
WHICH INCLUDES THE BASE BID AND ALTERNATES A (INFIELD SOD 
AND IRRIGATION) AND B (ARBOR STRUCTURE) FOR THE RIVERVIEW 
PARK IMPROVEMENTS

B. CONSIDER AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF THE LISTED ADDITIONAL 
EQUIPMENT, FROM THE LISTED VENDORS.  THIS WOULD INCLUDE 
CONTRACTS AND/OR PURCHASE ORDERS WITH CONNEXUS ENERGY, 
MUSCO LIGHTING, ST. CROIX RECREATION EQUIPMENT, AMERICAN 
RAMP COMPANY, THE ATHLETICA SPORTS SYSTEMS IN AN AMOUNT OF 
$224,096.20

The Staff report was shared with Council.
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MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER SANDERS, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER 
JOHNSON, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-9(9) AWARDING A CONTRACT TO 
PETERSON COMPANIES, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,724,415.99, WHICH INCLUDES THE 
BASE BID AND ALTERNATES A (INFIELD SOD AND IRRIGATION) AND B (ARBOR 
STRUCTURE), FOR THE RIVERVIEW PARK IMPROVEMENTS.  THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KLINT, 
TO AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF THE ABOVE LISTED ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT, 
FROM THE LISTED VENDORS. THIS WOULD INCLUDE CONTRACTS AND/OR 
PURCHASE ORDERS WITH CONNEXUS ENERGY, MUSCO LIGHTING, ST. CROIX 
RECREATION EQUIPMENT, AMERICAN RAMP COMPANY, AND ATHLETICA SPORTS 
SYSTEMS IN AN AMOUNT OF $224,096.20.  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

OLD BUSINESS

None.

NEW BUSINESS

5. CONSIDER PROPOSAL FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE 2015 WELL AND 
WELLHOUSE REHABILITATION PROGRAM FROM PROGRESSIVE CONSULTING
ENGINEERS, INC. AND AUTHORIZE EXECUTION OF THE AGREEMENT IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR PROPOSAL DATED JULY 17, 2014

The Staff report was shared with Council.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER WELLS, 
TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE 2015 WELL AND 
WELLHOUSE REHABILITATION PROGRAM FROM PROGRESSIVE CONSULTING 
ENGINEERS, INC. AND AUTHORIZE EXECUTION OF THE AGREEMENT IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR PROPOSAL DATED JULY 17, 2014.  THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  

6. SAND CREEK PARK:
A. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE FINAL CONCEPT PLAN FOR 

REDEVELOPMENT OF SAND CREEK PARK, WHICH WILL SERVE AS THE 
BASIS FOR DESIGN

B. CONSIDER ACCEPTING THE CONSULTANT AGREEMENT WITH WSB & 
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ASSOCIATES, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $258,621 FOR DESIGN AND 
BIDDING SERVICES

C. CONSIDER ORDERING THE PREPARATION OF PLANS AND 
SPECIFICATIONS

The Staff report was shared with Council.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER MANNING, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER 
SANDERS, TO APPROVE THE FINAL CONCEPT PLAN FOR REDEVELOPMENT OF SAND 
CREEK PARK, WHICH WILL SERVE AS THE BASIS FOR DESIGN; ACCEPT THE 
CONSULTANT AGREEMENT WITH WSB & ASSOCIATES, INC., IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$258,621, FOR DESIGN AND BIDDING SERVICES; AND ORDER THE PREPARATION OF 
PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS. 

Steve Arnie, 52 Northdale Boulevard, discussed the Sand Creek Park renovations.  He questioned 
how the Council developed its list of stakeholders and believed that the adjacent property owners 
should have been included.  He expressed concern about having a skate park in his backyard and the 
menace this would be for the entire neighborhood.  He added that the lighting of three softball fields 
would negatively impact his property.  He requested further information on the infiltration pond and 
inquired if it was properly sized.

Mayor Howe explained the lighting would be directed at the skate park, so as not to impact the 
neighboring properties.  He indicated the little league has requested to light the softball fields, which
would also be directed to avoid light wash.   

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

7. CONSIDER AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF TWO BELOS TRANS GIANT SIDEWALK 
TRACTORS AT THE STATE CONTRACT PRICE OF $296,330 AS PART OF THE 
REPLACEMENT SCHEDULE

The Staff report was shared with Council.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER WELLS, 
TO AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE TWO BELOS TRANS GIANT SIDEWALK TRACTORS AT 
A STATE CONTRACT PRICE OF $296,330.   THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

8. CONSIDER APPEAL OF SOLICITOR LICENSE DENIAL FOR RICHARD ANDERSON, 
BUDGET EXTERIORS, INC.

The Staff report was shared with Council.
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Councilmember Koch appreciated the letter submitted by Richard Anderson.  However, he supported 
the Council affirming the denial of the solicitor license.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER KOCH, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER SANDERS, 
TO AFFIRM THE DENIAL OF THE SOLICITOR LICENSE TO RICHARD ANDERSON FOR 
THE BUSINESS OF BUDGET EXTERIORS, INC. LOCATED AT 8017 NICOLLET AVE S, 
BLOOMINGTON, MN 55420.   THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

OTHER BUSINESS

Councilmember Koch recommended the Council review the 3.2 liquor license requirements in 
further detail.  

City Attorney Brodie reviewed State Statute and noted the City could approve a “temporary liquor 
license” which would be broader than the temporary 3.2 liquor license.  He reported the Council 
would need to approve a Code amendment and he would begin preparing language that would limit a 
temporary liquor license to strong beer and wine.  He explained that the new process would involve 
State approval of all temporary liquor licenses.

Councilmember Koch recommended staff speak with local stakeholders while drafting the code 
amendment language.  

Mayor Howe requested further information on how temporary liquor licenses would receive State 
approval.  City Clerk Lenzmeier indicated the State approval was free of charge and took less than 
30 days to be acquired. 

Councilmember Johnson suggested the “four day” requirement also be well thought through to 
ensure that organizations were not requesting temporary liquor licenses on a monthly or weekly 
basis.  City Clerk Lenzmeier reported there was a limit to the number of temporary licenses an 
organization could have each year.

Councilmember Koch asked how the overnight parking ordinance enforcement was being handled by 
the Police Department.  Police Chief Wise reported the Police Department was receiving very few 
complaints regarding overnight parking but noted there were still trucks that were unaware of the 
City’s Ordinance.

Mayor Howe discussed the recent Concert in the Park where Rocky Lynn performed.  He explained 
that Tee It Up for the Troops would be held at Bunker Hills on Friday, August 22nd.  The guest 
speakers and special performers were reviewed.  The public was invited to attend the opening 
ceremonies for this wonderful event.
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ADJOURN

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER SANDERS, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KOCH, 
TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:31 P.M.  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

_____________________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________________
Joan Lenzmeier, City Clerk
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Meeting Date: 09/02/2014  

Subject: New Cingular Wireless (AT&T) Lease Amendment-Hanson Water Tower

Submitted For: David Brodie, City Attorney  From: David Brodie, City Attorney

INTRODUCTION

Staff is recommending approval of a lease amendment with the New Cingular Wireless for the Hanson Boulevard

Water Tower.

DISCUSSION

The City and New Cingular Wireless (AT&T) entered into a Lease Agreement on September 7, 2007 to allow

AT&T to lease space on the Hanson Boulevard Water tower for telecommunication purposes. AT&T is in the

process of refurbishing its directional antennas on the water tower. In that process AT&T desires the ability to place

nine directional antennas on the water tower. Currently the Lease allows for six such antennas. City staff does not

object to the the additional antennas as long as they meet all requirements under the current Lease and City

ordinances. As consideration for the added antennas, AT&T will pay the City an additional $7,500 in rent per year.

Under the current lease, AT&T's rent in 2014 is $28,090.08.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends authorizing approval and execution of the First Amendment to the Lease Agreement with New

Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC.

Attachments

First Amendment to Lease Agreement 
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Meeting Date: 09/02/2014  

Subject: Corporate Officer Change - Famous Dave's 3211 Northdale Boulevard

From: Stephanie Lincoln, Deputy City Clerk

INTRODUCTION

The representative for D&D of Minnesota, Inc. (d/b/a Famous Dave's) has notified the City of a change in their

corporate officers.

DISCUSSION

City Code Section 5-216(6) requires that the City Council be notified of any change in legal ownership or

beneficial interest of a liquor license holder. The letter advising of their new CFO/Secretary/Director is attached.

RECOMMENDATION

This is provided for information only.

Attachments

Famous Daves
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Meeting Date: 09/02/2014  

Subject: Community Strength Foundation Donation

Submitted For: Stephanie Lincoln, Deputy City Clerk 

From: Stephanie Lincoln, Deputy City Clerk

INTRODUCTION

Council is asked to adopt a resolution accepting a donation from the Community Strength Foundation for use in the

2014 Thursday Nites LIVE! at the Dam Summer Concert series.

DISCUSSION

The Shortstop Bar & Grill has graciously donated $8,500 to the Community Strength Foundation to offset costs for

the 2014 Summer Concert Series. The donation will offset costs for the following performers: High 48s, Sherwin

Linton & the Cotton Kings, Erin Schwab, Minneapolis Commodores, Ecuador Manta, D.L. Cajun Band, Holy

Rocka Rollaz, The Tony Garry Band, and Rockie Lynne. Council is asked to adopt a resolution formally accepting

this donation. The City is grateful to the Shortstop Bar & Grill and the Foundation for their generosity.

RECOMMENDATION

Adopt Resolution 14-86 accepting the donation of $8,500 from the Community Strength Foundation for use in the

2014 Summer Concert Series. 

Attachments

Res 14-86



RESOLUTION NO. 14-86

A RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT THE DONATION OF MONIES
TO BE USED TOWARD THE 2014 SUMMER CONCERT SERIES FROM THE

COMMUNITY STRENGTH FOUNDATION

WHEREAS, the Community Strength Foundation has offered to donate $8,500 to the City for 
the 2014 Summer Concert Series; and

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 465.03 allows cities to accept donations of real or personal property 
by resolution adopted by a two-thirds majority of Council; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds the offered donation to be in the public interest;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Coon Rapids, Minnesota
that the donation of $8,500 to be used toward the 2014 Summer Concert Series is hereby
accepted.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Coon Rapids hereby extends its gratitude to 
the Community Strength Foundation for its generosity.

Adopted by the Coon Rapids City Council this 2nd day of September, 2014.

______________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Joan Lenzmeier, City Clerk
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Meeting Date: 09/02/2014  

Subject: Temporary On-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License American Legion Corn Feed

From: Joan Lenzmeier, City Clerk

INTRODUCTION

Council is being asked to consider approval of a Temporary On-Sale 3.2 Percent Malt Liquor License for the

American Legion Post 334 Corn Feed to be held on September 13, 2014.

DISCUSSION

An application was received from the American Legion Post 334 to obtain a Temporary On-Sale 3.2 Percent malt

liquor license to be used on September 13, 2014 for the American Legion Corn Feed.

The appropriate license fee has been paid and the police department is conducting the necessary background

investigation on the applicant. The area for the event will be within the confined area of the American Legion

parking lot. The event will take place from 11 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

RECOMMENDATION

Approve Temporary On-Sale 3.2 Percent Malt Liquor License for the American Legion Post 334 to use on

September 13, 2014 between the hours of 11 a.m. and 9 p.m. for the American Legion Corn Feed.
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Meeting Date: 09/02/2014  

Subject: Consideration of North Metro Mayors Association Proposal for Creation of TH 10 and TH 169

Reconstruction Alliance

Submitted For: Steve Gatlin, City Manager  From: Cher Ridout, Admin Secretary II

INTRODUCTION

The North Metro Mayors Association has put together a proposal for creation of a TH 10 and TH 169

Reconstruction Alliance. This Alliance would include North Metro Mayors Association consultant staff and the

cities of Anoka, Andover, Coon Rapids, Champlin, Ramsey, Anoka County, and business partners. The purpose of

the Alliance would be to lobby for improvements to TH 10 and TH 169 over the next few years. The Alliance

would be similar to the 610 Alliance which the City of Coon Rapids was a member for many years. This group

successfully lobbied for funds for the construction of Highway 610 from I-35W to I-94.

DISCUSSION

A copy of the North Metro Mayors Association TH 10 and TH 169 Reconstruction Alliance proposal is attached.

The proposal includes background information, a description of the Alliance Team and a schedule of activities

through the end of 2015.

The attachments to the North Metro Mayors Association proposal includes a copy of MnDOT's proposed TH 10

access planning study. This document was presented by MnDOT to a group of municipal and county officials in

June of 2014. Several Coon Rapids council members attended. This access planning study was intended to be a

long range planning document outlining recommended improvements along the TH 10 corridor from Fairoak

Avenue in Anoka to Armstrong Boulevard in Ramsey. Conspicuously absent from this study is any mention of the

third lane widening project on TH 10 from Hanson Boulevard to 7th Avenue in Anoka. In fact, MnDOT staff does

not support the third lane widening project on TH 10 from Hanson Boulevard to 7th Avenue until all of the

intersection improvement projects are completed along TH 10 from Fairoak Avenue to Armstrong Boulevard. This

could take 10-20 years to complete. We believe it is essential that the lobbying effort for access improvements

include the TH 10 third lane project. In fact, it is recommended this project be the highest priority of any lobbying

effort project. We understand there is going to be a push by our legislative delegation to have the third lane project

funded as part of the 2015 transportation package that the legislature will consider.

Staff believes it is important for the City of Coon Rapids to participate in this lobbying effort. We believe
the 610 coalition was effective in facilitating the completion of the construction of TH 610. This effort will
also be important to securing funds for improvements along Highway 10. Staff also believes, however,
that the third lane project must be included in the lobbying effort by the North Metro Mayors Association if
the City of Coon Rapids is to participate.

On August 28, 2014 Staff learned that the City of Anoka will not be joining the Alliance. Apparently they
have concerns about the design elements of some of the Mn/DOT proposed projects through the City of
Anoka. It is essential to have Anoka included. Andover and Ramsey have agreed to participate in the
Alliance if the City of Anoka joins. Staff believes Coon Rapids should take the same position.

RECOMMENDATION



Staff recommends City Council authorize participation in the North Metro Mayors TH 10 and TH 169

Reconstruction Alliance and appropriate $45,000 from the Riverdale area fund to fund the City's contribution to

this Alliance for 2014 and 2015 contingent on the City of Anoka joining the Alliance.

BUDGET IMPACT:

The proposed fee schedule for the North Metro Mayors Association TH 10 Alliance for 2014 and 2015 is

attached. It is proposed that the City of Coon Rapids contribute $15,000 in 2014 and $30,000 in 2015 to the

Alliance lobbying efforts. This represents approximately 18% of the total proposed budget for Alliance

expenditures in 2014 and 2015.

 

Funding for this activity is not included in the 2014 budget nor is it included in the proposed 2015 budget. Staff

recommends that funding be provided from the Riverdale Area Fund. That fund was established to fund

improvements in the Riverdale area along Main Street and Highway 10 and could be used to fund this lobbying

effort. We believe that it is an appropriate expenditure of funds since the ultimate result will be the addition of a

third lane on Highway 10 from Hanson Boulevard to 7th Avenue improving traffic flow along Highway 10 in the

Main Street Riverdale area. The Riverdale fund is projected to have a fund balance of $1,240,000 at the end of

2014. No other expenditures are anticipated from this fund in the near future.

Attachments

NMMA Proposal
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Meeting Date: 09/02/2014  

Subject: PC14-11, Preliminary and Final Plat Tyler Addition, 8780 University Avenue, Richard Nordlund

From: Scott Harlicker, Planner

INTRODUCTION

The applicant is requesting preliminary and final plat approval, and a variance to the 1 acre minimum lot size

requirement, to subdivide a commercial parcel into two lots. The property is occupied by two fast food restaurants.

The subdivision will result in each restaurant on its own lot.

DISCUSSION

There are two fast food restaurants on the parcel. The restaurants share access and parking. In 1979 the City

approved the RLS creating the current parcel and the site plan for the two restaurants. The applicant is proposing to

subdivide the 1.77 acre parcel into two lots. The lot will be subdivided so that each restaurant is on its own lot.

Access to the lot is from University Avenue and 86th Lane. There are two right-in right-out only accesses from

University and full access from 86th Lane. After the subdivision each lot will have an access from University. The

access from 86th will be shared between both lots. Access and parking cross easements will be required between the

two lots. There will be no physical changes to the site.

This is a unique property in that most of the property is in Coon Rapids and a silver along University Avenue is in

Blaine. Utilities are also provided from Blaine. The City of Blaine has approved a similar plat for the portion of the

property that is located in Blaine.

Variances

Both of the proposed parcels are less than the required one acre in size. Lot 1 is .852 acres and Lot 2 is .918 acres. 

The Subdivision Regulations permit the granting of variances. The variance can be granted provided the following

are met:

Criteria for Granting a Variance

The intent of this Chapter is met Yes - The existing buildings comply with the setback requirements.

The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public
safety, health or welfare, or injurious to other property or
improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is located

Yes - The granting of this variance will not be detrimental to the public
or neighborhood.

The conditions upon which the request for a variance is based are
unique to the property for which the variance is sought and are
generally not applicable to other property

Yes - When the existing parcel was created it was zoned General
Commercial which does not have as minimum lot size. Subsequently it
was rezoned to Community Commercial which has a one acre
minimum lot size.

The literal interpretation of the provisions of this Chapter would
deprive the applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other
properties in the same zoning district

Yes 

The special conditions and circumstances do not result from the
actions of the applicant

Yes - The rezoning occurred when the larger adjacent shopping center
was developed. In addition, after the parcel was initially plated,
MNDOT took some of the lot for right-of-way. Prior to the MNDOT
acquisition, the parcel was large enough to subdivide into two one acre
lots.

Because of the particular natural surroundings, shape, or Yes - without the variance the restaurants will not be able to located on



Planning Commission Meeting

At the Planning Commission meeting held on August 21st, no one spoke at the public hearing. The Commission

recommended approval of the proposed plat and the variance.

Because of the particular natural surroundings, shape, or
topographical conditions of the specific property involved,
unusual hardship to the owner would result, as distinguished from
a mere inconvenience, if the strict letter of these regulations were
carried out

Yes - without the variance the restaurants will not be able to located on
separate lots.

RECOMMENDATION

In Planning Case 14-11, the the City Council approve of the preliminary and final plat for Tyler Addition with the

following conditions: 

The City of Blaine approve the preliminary and final plat for the portion of the property that is located in

Blaine.

1.

All comments of the Assistant City Engineer be addressed.2.

Cross access and parking easements be provided between the two lots3.

In Planning Case 14-11, the City Council approve the variance to minimum lot area based on the following: 

The intent of this Chapter is met.1.

The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public safety, health or welfare, or injurious to

other property or improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is located.

2.

The conditions upon which the request for a variance is based are unique to the property for which the

variance is sought and are generally not applicable to other property.

3.

The literal interpretation of the provisions of this Chapter would deprive the applicant of rights commonly

enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district.

4.

The special conditions and circumstances do not result from the actions of the applicant.5.

Because of the particular natural surroundings, shape, or topographical conditions of the specific property

involved, unusual hardship to the owner would result, as distinguished from a mere inconvenience, if the

strict letter of these regulations were carried out.

6.

Attachments

Location Map

Preliminary Plat

Final Plat

Variance Letter









_________________________________          .          
HARRY S. JOHNSON         .

LAND SURVEYORS         .

Harry S. Johnson Co., Inc.
9063 Lyndale Avenue South

Bloomington, MN 55420
tele (952)884-5341
fax (952)884-5344

e-mail: tom@hsjsurveyors.com
website: www.hsjsurveyors.com

Scott Harlicker July 10, 2014
Planner
City of Coon Rapids
11155 Robinson Drive
Coon Rapids, MN. 55433-3761

Re: Request for variance for TYLER ADDITION, non-conforming lot sizes, at 8770 and 8780 
University Avenue, Coon Rapids, MN 

Dear Scott,

On behalf of the owner we are requesting a variance from the 1 acres minimum in order 
to split this parcel in two. 

A few years after the restaurant operation commenced MNDOT took part of the land for 
road improvement which reduced the size of the parcel. The owner is requesting this lot 
split because Wendy's in considering an extensive renovation and would like to own their 
own parcel.

Thanks, 

Richard Nordlund

Cc: Thomas Hodorff



   

City Council Regular   9.           

Meeting Date: 09/02/2014  

Subject: CDBG Program - Authorize Execution of Service Contract with Greater Metropolitan Housing

Corporation to Administer 2014 Housing Rehabilitation Program

From: Cheryl Bennett, Housing and Zoning

Coordinator

INTRODUCTION

The City has been awarded Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) project funds from the U.S.

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in the amount of $188,786 for program year 2014 to

provide housing rehabilitation services for homeowners earning not more than 80 percent of area median income,

currently $63,900 for a four person household. In addition, $18,605.50 in program income from the City’s CDBG

Housing Rehabilitation program has been realized and must be expended. The City Council is asked to authorize

the preparation and execution of a service contract with the Greater Metropolitan Housing Corporation (GMHC) to

provide these services for program year 2014 (July 1, 2014, to December 31, 2015).

DISCUSSION

The City has directed its 2014 CDBG program entitlement allocation to its housing rehabilitation program. This

program has provided qualifying homeowners with housing rehabilitation loans since 2001 and, beginning in 2011,

loans for energy efficiency improvements. Housing rehabilitation loans provide zero-interest, deferred loan funds of

up to $24,999 for housing rehab work; additional funds not to exceed $5,000 may be provided in grant assistance to

address lead-based paint hazards. Up to fifty percent of the rehab loan is forgiven after five years. Loans for energy

efficiency improvements provide up to $10,000 in a zero-interest, deferred loan that is completely forgiven after ten

years. Property owners may not access both programs, however, the housing rehabilitation loan program can

address both energy and property maintenance needs. Within the terms of these loans, if a property is sold or is no

longer the principal residence of the borrower, the outstanding loan balance becomes due. Loan repayments are

program income and are placed back into the loan program unless reprogrammed for another use. The number of

housing units assisted by 2014 CDBG program funds will depend upon the size of the individual projects. Staff

estimates that between eight and twelve households will receive benefit. Demand for the program remains strong

and applications numbers are rising.

Following a competitive proposal process, the City Council first awarded the housing rehabilitation program

service contract to GMHC in 2003 and Council has authorized service contracts to GMHC in each succeeding year.

With the exception of 2009, when housing market conditions reduced program use and caused the City to

reprogram funds for other uses, GMHC has fulfilled each contract. The administrative services provided by this

contract include program marketing, intake and application, income and asset verification, site inspection, scope of

work preparation, bidding, bid award, contract execution, construction oversight and document filing. GMHC has

consistently provided quality service. Through July 31, 2014, GMHC has closed 148 loans totaling over 2.9 million

dollars. Ten loans are currently in process and GMHC is expected to complete the 2013 Service Contract by the

required completion date of December 31, 2014. Staff recommends the Council approve the 2013 Service Contract

with an administrative service fee of 15 percent. This fee remains unchanged from 2013.

The Anoka County CDBG program, and the City of Coon Rapids' program by way of its Joint Cooperation

Agreement with Anoka County, is undergoing a consolidated planning process required by the federal program.



This planning process, covering program years 2015 through 2019, is designed to assist entitlement communities

assess their affordable housing and community development needs and establish priorities for funding activities.

Every CDBG funded activity must be an eligible activity under the federal program regulations and, except for

program administration, planning and capacity building uses, must meet one of three national objectives: benefit

low- and moderate-income persons, prevent or eliminate slum or blight or meet community development needs

having a particular urgency and posing serious and immediate threat to the community. Only activities identified as

high priorities in the entitlement community's Consolidated Plan are eligible for funding. Coon Rapids has

identified its housing rehabilitation loan program as remaining a high priority.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the City Council authorize the Mayor and City Manager to execute a Service Contract, together

with any other necessary documents, with the Greater Metropolitan Housing Corporation to administer the 2014

CDBG Housing Rehabilitation Program.



   

City Council Regular   10.           

Meeting Date: 09/02/2014  

Subject: 2015 Tax Levy

Submitted For: Sharon Legg, Finance Director 

From: Dianne Nelson, Advanced Accounting Technician

INTRODUCTION

A preliminary tax levy must be certified to Anoka County by September 30, 2014 to compute parcel specific

notices and dates for the Truth in Taxation meetings must be selected. The City Code requires Council to set dates

for a public hearing at the first regular monthly meeting in September.

DISCUSSION

As discussed at the workshop on August 6 to review the proposed 2015 budget, the proposed City tax levy was

$24,250,690. After the review of the proposed 2015 budget, Council recommended a $10,000 increase to the tax

levy to include services provided by the Alexander House. Expenditures would increase $5,000 to police and

$5,000 to prosecution.

For comparison purposes, the following summarizes key factors to determine the tax rate. The net levy is divided

by the net tax capacity value to determine the rate. Fiscal disparity distribution is the dollar amount that the City

receives. Fiscal disparity contribution is the amount of value that the City’s commercial and industrial properties

contribute to the pool. Fiscal disparity distribution is calculated by using the value that the City gets from the pool

multiplied by the prior year’s tax rate.

Pay 2015 Pay 2014 Pay 2013

Tax levy 24,260,690 22,879,026 22,426,578

Fiscal disparity distribution (5,290,209) (5,178,980) (4,512,708)

Net levy 18,970,481 17,700,046 17,913,870

Tax capacity value (preliminary 2015) 49,160,364 43,670,617 43,467,894

Fiscal disparity contribution (6,120,331) (5,936,198) (6,282,364)

Tax increment (215,229) (477,760) (502,376)

Net tax capacity value 42,824,804 37,256,659 36,683,154

Tax rate (preliminary) 44.298 47.508 48.835

Fiscal disparity distribution calculation:

Value received from the pool 11,135,310 10,605,057 10,537,801

Prior year tax rate 47.508 48.835 42.824

Fiscal disparity distribution 5,290,290 5,178,980 4,512,708



The impact on the benchmark homes is as follows: 

2014 value, Pay 2015 2013 value, Pay 2014

Taxable Value City Taxes
%

Decrease
Taxable Value City Taxes

97,300 305 26.5 80,700 241

150,100 560 13.2 129,700 495

187,700 741 10.1 164,200 673

205,000 825 4.2 187,000 791

273,100 1,154 5.4 245,600 1,095

377,600 1,658 7.0 333,500 1,550

The City Council must set the date at which the budget and levy will be discussed to allow the County to publish it

on the preliminary tax statements. This meeting must be held after 6:00 p.m. between November 25 and December

30. The City is not required to coordinate dates with other jurisdictions and can discuss the budget at a regular City

Council meeting. However, the public must be given an opportunity in which to address the budget. Staff is

recommending that the December 2 Council meeting be designated for the budget discussion. This levy can be

reduced before final certification in December but cannot be increased.

RECOMMENDATION

Adopt Resolution 14-88 Establishing the Preliminary Tax Levy for the City of Coon Rapids and setting the Truth in

Taxation date.

Attachments

Resolution 14-88



RESOLUTION NO. 14-88

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE PRELIMINARY 2015 TAX LEVY FOR THE 
CITY OF COON RAPIDS

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota has enacted legislation providing for City certification of a 
preliminary 2015 property tax levy prior to September 30 of each year; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the 2015 budget at workshop held on August 6, 
2014 and reviewed the tax levy as proposed by the City Manager; and

WHEREAS, the amount of the tax levy approved by this resolution can be reduced after 
September 30, 2014 but cannot be increased; and

WHEREAS, the City Council must allow the public to comment on the budget which will be
scheduled for the Council meeting on December 2, 2014.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Coon Rapids, Minnesota
that the amounts listed below will be certified to Anoka County as the preliminary tax 
levy payable in 2015 for collection with 2015 taxes:

General Fund $18,560,853
Capital Projects 2,104,100
Debt Service:

Special Assessments on city property   20,000
Equipment Certificates 241,150
Bonds of 2008 144,280
Bonds of 2010 189,750
Bonds of 2013A 263,510
Bonds of 2013B 207,215
Bonds of 2014 327,500

Payment of bonds for another government 990,485
Park Improvement Bonds 1,211,847

Total City Wide Levy $24,260,690
HRA Levy         725,000
TOTAL CITY AND HRA LEVY $24,985,690

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council cancel the levy in the amount of $77,018 
for the G.O. Improvement Bonds of 2005 as well as $2,745 for the G.O. Improvement 
Bonds of 2010 due there being sufficient funds available to pay debt service; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council establish December 2, 2014 as the Truth 
in Taxation meeting date at which time the public will have a chance to comment on the 
proposed budget.

Adopted this 2nd day of September 2014.
____________________________________

Tim Howe, Mayor
ATTEST:   

__________________________________
Joan Lenzmeier, City Clerk
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